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1950
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1965
1970
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Population
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500 million
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1.2 billion
1.6 billion

2 billion
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3 billion
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4 billion

4.5 billion

Year
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1990

1095

19998

2000

2005

2010

2011

2020
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2040

2046
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Population
4.85 billion
5 billion
5.3 billion
a7 billion
8 billion
6.1 billion
6.45 billion
6.8 billion
7 billion
7.6 billion
8 billion
8.2 billion
8.5 billion
8 billion

9.2 billion
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1

The grey band represents the difference between the amount of water extracted and that actually
consumed. Water may be extracted, used, recycled (or returned to rivers or aquifers) and reused
several times over. Consumption is final use of water, after which it can no longer be reused. That extractions have
increased at a much faster rate is an indication of how much more intensively we can now exploit water. Only a
fraction of water exiracted is lost through evaporation.
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