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Abstract 

Abstract: 

Do you know “Over 43% of ISI papers have never ever received any citations?” 

(nature.com/top100, 2014). Publishing a high quality paper in scientific journals 

is only halfway towards receiving citation in the future. The rest of the journey is 

dependent on disseminating the publications via proper utilization of the 

“Research Tools”. Proper tools allow the researchers to increase the research 

impact and citations for their publications. This workshop series will provide you 

various techniques on how you can increase the visibility and hence the impact 

of your research work. .   

Keywords: H-index, Increase citations, Research tools, Research visibility, 

Research impact 
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Effective Strategies for Increasing Citation Frequency  

Journal Reputation and Impact: publishing a paper in a journal based on disciplinary reputatation or with a high 

impact factor is the most well known way of getting your paper cited. But there are many other things a scholar can do 

to promote his or her work and make it easy for others to find. 

Utilize Open Access Tools: Open Access journals tend to be cited more than non open access. Deposit your paper in 

a repository such as Scholars Archive here on campus or a disciplinary repository. Share your detailed research data in 

a repository.  

Standarize Identifying Info: try to use the same name throughout your career as well as the name of your affiliated 

insitution. Using common "official" names will allow for consistency and easy retrieval of your work by author or 

affiliation.  

Bring Colleagues on Board: team-authored articles are cited more frequently, as does publishing with international 

authors. Working cross-or inter-disciplinarily helps as well.  

Beef Up That Paper: use more references, publish a longer paper. Also papers which are published elsewhere after 

having been rejected are cited more frequently. 

Beyond Peer-Reviewed Original Research: Write a review paper. Present a working paper. Write and disseminate 

web-based tutorials on your topic. 

Search Optimization: use keywords in the abstract and assign them to the manuscript. Use descriptive titles that 

utilize the obvious terms searchers would use to look for your topic, avoiding questions in the title. Select a journal that 

is indexed in the key library databases for your field. 

Market Yourself:  create a key phrase that describes your research career and use it. Update your professional web 

page and publication lists frequently. Link to your latest and greatest article in your professional email signature file.  

Utliize Social Media: Use author profiles such as ResearcherID and ORCID. Contribute to Wikipedia, start a blog 

and/or podcast, join academic social media sites. 

From: Ebrahim, N.A., et al. (2013). Effective strategies for increasing citation frequency. International Education 

Studies, 6(11), 93-99. doi:10.5539/ies.v6n11p93 
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Top 10 authors with the highest 

Reads counts on ResearchGate 
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Source: Martín-Martín, A., Orduna-Malea, E., Ayllón, J. M., & López-Cózar, E. D. (2016). The counting house, measuring those who count: Presence of 

Bibliometrics, Scientometrics, Informetrics, Webometrics and Altmetrics in Google Scholar Citations, ResearcherID, ResearchGate, Mendeley, & Twitter. 

EC3 Reseach Group: Evaluación de la Ciencia y de la Comunicación Científica Universidad de Granada and Universidad Politécnica de Valencia (Spain), In 

Progress,. doi:10.13140/RG.2.1.4814.4402 



Benefits of assessing and improving 

your online presence 
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Source: http://wiki.lib.sun.ac.za/images/5/5d/Online_Visibility_Guidelines.pdf 
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Why maximize the impact of your research? 
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Source: Jaslyn Tan, (2014),  Maximizing the impact of your research paper, WILEY 
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Source: R. Van Noorden, B. Maher, and R. 

Nuzzo, “The top 100 papers,” Nature, vol. 

514, 2014. 

http://www.nature.com/news/the-top-100-papers-1.16224
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QS World University Rankings 
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Citations per faculty (20%) 
This indicator aims to assess universities’ research impact. A ‘citation’ means a piece of 

research being cited (referred to) within another piece of research. Generally, the more 

often a piece of research is cited, the more influential it is. So the more highly cited 

research papers a university publishes, the stronger its research output is considered. 

QS collects this information using Scopus, the world’s largest database of research 

abstracts and citations. The latest five complete years of data are used, and the total 

citation count is assessed in relation to the number of academic faculty members at the 

university, so that larger institutions do not have an unfair advantage. For the 2016-17 

rankings, QS analyzed 10.3 million research papers and 66.3 million citations. 

For the 2015-16 edition of the QS World University Rankings, several refinements were 

introduced to the way this indicator is assessed, with the aim of providing a more 

balanced reflection of research impact across different faculty areas. You can find out 

more about these refinements here. 

 

https://www.topuniversities.com/qs-world-university-rankings/methodology
https://www.topuniversities.com/qs-world-university-rankings/methodology
https://www.topuniversities.com/qs-world-university-rankings/methodology
https://www.elsevier.com/online-tools/scopus
https://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings-articles/world-university-rankings/changes-qs-world-university-rankings-methodology


Academic Ranking of World 

Universities (ARWU) 
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Source: http://engineering.ucsb.edu/news/785 
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Indicators and Weights for ARWU 

Criteria  Indicator Code Weight 

Quality of 
Education 

Alumni of an institution winning Nobel Prizes and 
Fields Medals 

Alumni 10% 

Quality of 
Faculty 

Staff of an institution winning Nobel Prizes and 
Fields Medals 

Award 20% 

Highly cited researchers in 21 broad subject 
categories 

HiCi 20% 

Research 
Output 

Papers published in Nature and Science* N&S 20% 

Papers indexed in Science Citation Index-expanded 
and Social Science Citation Index 

PUB 20% 

Per Capita 
Performance 

Per capita academic performance of an institution PCP 10% 

Total 100% 

* For institutions specialized in humanities and social sciences such as London School of Economics, N&S is not considered, and the weight of N&S is relocated to other indicators. 
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The Best Global Universities 

Ranking - 2016 
Ranking indicator  Weight 

Global research reputation 12.5% 

Regional research reputation  12.5% 

Publications 10% 

Books 2.5% 

Conferences 2.5% 

Normalized citation impact  10% 

Total citations  7.5% 

Number of publications that are among the 10 
percent most cited 

12.5% 

Percentage of total publications that are among 
the 10 percent most cited 

10% 

International collaboration  10% 
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National Taiwan University Ranking (NTU Ranking) 

Methodology 
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Source: http://nturanking.lis.ntu.edu.tw/BackgroundMethodology/Methodology-enus.aspx#2 
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• Round University Ranking (RUR) is a 

world university ranking, measuring 

performance of 750 leading world 

universities on 20 across 4 key missions: 

teaching, research, international diversity, 

financial sustainability.  

• The ranking is published by RUR 

Rankings Agency based in Moscow. 
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Round University Ranking Methodology 

Round University Ranking Methodology 

Teaching  40% 

1 Academic staff per students 8% 

2 Academic staff per bachelor degrees 8% 

3 Doctoral degrees per academic staff 8% 

4 Doctoral degrees per bachelor degrees 8% 

5 Teaching reputation 8% 

Research  40% 

6 Citations per academic and research staff 8% 

7 Doctoral degrees per admitted PhD 8% 

8 Normalized citation impact 8% 

9 Papers per academic and research staff 8% 

10 Research reputation 8% 

International Diversity  10% 

11 International academic staff 2% 

12 International students 2% 

13 International co-authored papers 2% 

14 International teaching reputation 2% 

15 International bachelors 2% 

Financial Sustainability  10% 

16 Institutional income per academic staff 2% 

17 Institutional income per students 2% 

18 Papers per research income 2% 

19 Research income per academic staff 2% 

20 Research income per institutional income 2% ©2016-2017  Nader Ale Ebrahim 
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Malaysia’s No. of Documents 1996 – 2015 

Published in 2017 
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Malaysia’s No. of Citations 1996 – 2015 

Published in 2017 
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Webometrics Ranking 

Webometrics is the largest academic ranking of 

Higher Education Institutions in the world. Web 

presence and visibility are used as indicators 

of global performance and take into account the 

teaching commitment, the research results, the 

perceived international prestige, the links with the 

community, including industrial and economic 

sectors, of the university. In the near future Web 

indicators will be an important part of the 

evaluation procedures and world university 

rankings. 
©2016-2017  Nader Ale Ebrahim 



Ranking Web of 

Repositories 

http://www.google.com.my/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CD0QjBAwAw&url=http://repositories.webometrics.info/&ei=3OJQU5flJo2i8AWU0ICYAg&usg=AFQjCNFlf44g1HIpFEzNjA1VVxPlQOEvgw&sig2=D_HFiqCEl7N8IQ9-ZohsjQ&bvm=bv.65058239,d.dGc
http://www.google.com.my/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CD0QjBAwAw&url=http://repositories.webometrics.info/&ei=3OJQU5flJo2i8AWU0ICYAg&usg=AFQjCNFlf44g1HIpFEzNjA1VVxPlQOEvgw&sig2=D_HFiqCEl7N8IQ9-ZohsjQ&bvm=bv.65058239,d.dGc


Methodology 

• Size (S). Number of web pages extracted from Google 

 

• Visibility (V). The total number of external links received (backlinks) 

by the number of referring domains for such links obtained from 

MajesticSEO and ahrefs databases. 

 

• Rich Files (R). Files in formats like Adobe Acrobat (.pdf), MS Word 

(doc, docx), MS Powerpoint (ppt, pptx) and PostScript (.ps & .eps) 

extracted from Google. 

 

• Scholar (Sc). Using Google Scholar database we calculate the 

normalised number of papers between 2007 and 2011. 

©2016-2017  Nader Ale Ebrahim 
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Maximise your impact 
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Source: http://libguides.ioe.ac.uk/content.php?pid=469302&sid=3841859 
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https://www.concordia.ca/library/guides/accountancy/impact.html


©2016-2017  Nader Ale Ebrahim 

https://www.ub.tum.de/en/ecourse/bibliometrics-academic-networking-current-awareness
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http://uq.v1.libguides.com/writing-publicity
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http://www.hud.ac.uk/library/staff/citations-bibliometrics/improvingyourcitations/
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http://library.leeds.ac.uk/info/356/publication_and_impact/299/increasing_your_citation_rates/1
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http://ir-library.ku.ac.ke/handle/123456789/9608
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http://hub.ahc.umn.edu/communications/public-relations/promote-your-research


©2016-2017  Nader Ale Ebrahim 

http://www.latrobe.edu.au/researchers/promoting-and-publishing-research
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http://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/c.php?g=202425&p=1333109
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http://news.lib.uchicago.edu/blog/2015/02/05/managing-your-online-presence-as-a-researcher/
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Example 
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Ale Ebrahim, N., Salehi, H., Embi, M. A., Habibi Tanha, F., Gholizadeh, H., & Motahar, S. M. (2014). Visibility and Citation Impact. 

International Education Studies, 7(4), 120-125. doi: 10.5539/ies.v7n4p120 , . Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=2419315 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=2419315


Example 
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Ale Ebrahim, N., Salehi, H., Embi, M. A., Habibi Tanha, F., Gholizadeh, H., & Motahar, S. M. (2014). Visibility and Citation Impact. 

International Education Studies, 7(4), 120-125. doi: 10.5539/ies.v7n4p120 , . Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=2419315 
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Measuring Your Impact 

• Google Scholar 

• Scopus 

• Web of Science 

• Publish or Perish 

• Microsoft Academic Search 

• Semantic Scholar  

• Add-on for Firefox: Scholar H-Index Calculator 

• Scholarometer-add-on for the Mozilla Firefox and Google 

Chrome 
• PlumX 

• Altmetric 

• ……. 
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http://scholarometer.indiana.edu/
http://scholarometer.indiana.edu/
https://plu.mx/u/nebrahim
http://www.altmetric.com/


• Google Scholar indexes citations which 
can then be analysed using the free 
program, Publish or Perish. 

• Google Scholar is good for disciplines not 
well covered by citation databases such as 
Scopus or Web of Science. However it is 
important to carefully check citation data 
from Google Scholar to ensure there are 
no duplicates or mid-attributions. 
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Source: http://guides.library.vu.edu.au/content.php?pid=251876&sid=2079929 

http://scholar.google.com.au/
http://guides.library.vu.edu.au/content.php?pid=251876&sid=2079929
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Publish or Perish 

Publish or Perish is a free program that retrieves 
citations from Google Scholar and allows users to 
calculate: 

• Total number of papers 

• Total number of citations 

• Average number of citations per paper 

• Average number of citations per author 

• Average number of papers per author 

• Average number of citations per year 

• Hirsch's h-index and related parameters 

• The contemporary h-index 

• The age-weighted citation rate 

• Two variations of individual h-indices 

• An analysis of the number of authors per paper 
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Source: http://guides.library.vu.edu.au/content.php?pid=251876&sid=2079929 

http://www.harzing.com/pop.htm
http://guides.library.vu.edu.au/content.php?pid=251876&sid=2079929
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Web of Science 

• Web of Science® is perhaps the most well-known tool for 
determining the number of times a publication has been cited. 

 

• Web of Science® is made up of three citation indexes owned 
by Thomson Scientific: 
– Science Citation Index ® 

– Social Sciences Citation Index ® 

– Arts & Humanities Citation Index ®. 

 

• Within Web of Science®, cited reference searching can be 
used to find articles that have cited a previously published 
work. This enables you to trace research forward in time, to 
see how an idea has been confirmed, applied, improved or 
corrected. Cited reference searching can also be used to 
determine the number of times a publication has been cited. 

©2016-2017  Nader Ale Ebrahim 

Source: http://guides.library.vu.edu.au/content.php?pid=251876&sid=2079929 

https://library.vu.edu.au/validate?url=http://0-webofknowledge.com.library.vu.edu.au:80/WOS
http://guides.library.vu.edu.au/content.php?pid=251876&sid=2079929
http://guides.library.vu.edu.au/content.php?pid=251876&sid=2079929


Semantic Scholar 
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https://www.semanticscholar.org/
https://www.semanticscholar.org/author/Nader-Ale-Ebrahim/2415907


Qualitative and quantitative analysis of solar hydrogen 

generation literature from 2001 to 2014 
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https://plu.mx/plum/a/2WdF-5zUYVvr1bQgK2LpaSddoKNmV0FTyTGBpCGmigM/?display-tab=artifact-tweets#SHARE_COUNT,TWEET_COUNT


Measure your own Altmetric score 
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http://api.altmetric.com/embeds.html


Predicting scientific success 

©2016-2017  Nader Ale Ebrahim 

http://klab.smpp.northwestern.edu/h-index.html


Task for first session 

1. Create history power point file that contains yours 

publication history and status based on the information 

extracted from Google Scholar, ISI web of knowledge, 

SCOPUS and Institutional repository sites. 

2. Identify the least of the targeted publication. 

3. Measure your current Altmetric score for each 

publication 

4. Create a Gmail account. 
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My recent publications 
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http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11192-015-1730-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1123/japa.2015-0188
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11192-016-1938-x
http://openaccessojs.com/index.php/JBReview/article/view/4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-2095-y
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27509942
http://ijph.tums.ac.ir/index.php/ijph/article/view/7847


Questions? 
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E-mail: aleebrahim@um.edu.my 

 

Twitter: @aleebrahim 

 

www.researcherid.com/rid/C-2414-2009 

http://scholar.google.com/citations 

 

Nader Ale Ebrahim, PhD 
===================================== 

Centre for Research Services 

Institute of Management and Research Services 

University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

www.researcherid.com/rid/C-2414-2009 

http://scholar.google.com/citations 

CENTRE FOR RESEARCH SERVICES 
  RESEARCH MANAGEMENT & INNOVATION COMPLEX (IPPP) 

UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA 

https://twitter.com/aleebrahim
http://scholar.google.com/citations?user=XiIuF7YAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=sra
http://www.researcherid.com/rid/C-2414-2009
http://www.researcherid.com/rid/C-2414-2009
http://www.researcherid.com/rid/C-2414-2009
http://www.researcherid.com/rid/C-2414-2009
http://www.researcherid.com/rid/C-2414-2009
http://scholar.google.com/citations?user=XiIuF7YAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=sra
http://scholar.google.com/citations?user=XiIuF7YAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=sra


References 
1. Ale Ebrahim, N., Salehi, H., Embi, M. A., Habibi Tanha, F., Gholizadeh, H., Motahar, S. M., & Ordi, A. (2013). Effective Strategies for Increasing Citation 

Frequency. International Education Studies, 6(11), 93-99. doi: 10.5539/ies.v6n11p93 

2. Martín-Martín, A., Orduna-Malea, E., Ayllón, J. M., & López-Cózar, E. D. (2016). The counting house, measuring those who count: Presence of 

Bibliometrics, Scientometrics, Informetrics, Webometrics and Altmetrics in Google Scholar Citations, ResearcherID, ResearchGate, Mendeley, & Twitter. 

EC3 Reseach Group: Evaluación de la Ciencia y de la Comunicación Científica Universidad de Granada and Universidad Politécnica de Valencia (Spain), 

In Progress,. doi:10.13140/RG.2.1.4814.4402 

3. Ale Ebrahim, N., Salehi, H., Embi, M. A., Habibi Tanha, F., Gholizadeh, H., & Motahar, S. M. (2014). Visibility and Citation Impact. International Education 

Studies, 7(4), 120-125. doi: 10.5539/ies.v7n4p120 , . Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=2419315 

 

 

My recent publications: 

 

1. Akhavan, P., Ale Ebrahim, N., Fetrati, M. A., & Pezeshkan, A. (2016). Major trends in knowledge management research: a bibliometric study. Scientometrics 1-16. doi:10.1007/s11192-016-1938-x 

2. Nagaratnam, S., Ale Ebrahim, N., & Habibullah, M. S. (2016). A Bibliometric Analysis on "Fertility Rate" Research Trends. International Journal of Professional Business Review, 1(1), 1-14. doi:10.5281/zenodo.58318 

3. Shakiba, M., Ale Ebrahim, N., Danaee, M., Bakhtiyari, K., & Sundararajan, E. (2016). A Comprehensive Comparison of Educational Growth within Four Different Developing Countries between 1990 and 2012. Revista de Gestão e 

Secretariado, 6(3), 152-174. doi:10.7769/gesec.v6i3.486 

4. Shakiba, M., Zavvari, A., Ale Ebrahim, N., & Singh, M. J. (2016). Evaluating the academic trend of RFID technology based on SCI and SSCI publications from 2001 to 2014. Scientometrics First Online:  08 August 2016, 1-24. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-2095-y  

5. Farghadani, R., Haerian, B. S., Ale Ebrahim, N., & Muniandy, S. (2016). 35Year Research History of Cytotoxicity and Cancer: a Quantitative and Qualitative Analysis. Asian Pac J Cancer Prev, 17(7), 3139-3145. 

doi:10.14456/apjcp.2016.66 

6. AHMED, A., Mastura, A., GHAFAR, N. A., MUHAMMAD, M., & ALE EBRAHIM, N. (2016). Impact of Article Page Count and Number of Authors on Citations in Disability Related Fields: A Systematic Review Article. Iranian Journal of 

Public Health, 45(9), 1118-1125. https://dx.doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.3979656.v1  

 

My recent presentations: 

 

1. Ale Ebrahim, Nader (2017): Literature Review from Search to Publication, Part 1: Systematic Review.  https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4668232.v1  

2. Ale Ebrahim, Nader (2017): Literature Review from Search to Publication, Part 2: Finding proper articles. https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4668241.v1 

3. Ale Ebrahim, Nader (2017): Enrich Research Visibility and Impact by Citation Tracking. https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4679740.v1 

4. Ale Ebrahim, Nader (2017). Create an Audio/Video Slides for your Research. Paper presented at the 4th SERIES OF INTRODUCTORY WORKSHOP ON: Strategies to 

Enhance Research Visibility, Impact & Citations, Centre for Research Services, Institute of Research Management and Services (IPPP)”, University of Malaya. 

https://dx.doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4557568.v1  

5. Ale Ebrahim, N. (2017). Twitter: A powerful tool to Improve Research Visibility and Impact. Paper presented at the 4th SERIES OF INTRODUCTORY WORKSHOP ON: Strategies to Enhance 

Research Visibility, Impact & Citations, Centre for Research Services, Institute of Research Management and Services (IPPP)”, University of Malaya. 

https://dx.doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4538783.v1  

©2017-2018  Nader Ale Ebrahim 48 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=2344585
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2344585
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2419315
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-1938-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-1938-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-1938-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-1938-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-1938-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-1938-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-1938-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.58318
http://www.revistagesec.org.br/secretariado/article/view/486
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-2095-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-2095-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-2095-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-2095-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-2095-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-2095-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-2095-y
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27509942
https://dx.doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.3979656.v1
https://dx.doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.3979656.v1
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4668232.v1
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4668232.v1
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4668232.v1
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4668241.v1
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4668241.v1
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4668241.v1
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4679740.v1
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4679740.v1
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4679740.v1
https://dx.doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4557568.v1
https://dx.doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4557568.v1
https://dx.doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4538783.v1
https://dx.doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.4538783.v1

