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Abstract 

Abstract: Academic social networking allows you to connect with other 

researchers in your field, share your publications and datasets, get 

feedback on your non-peer-reviewed work, and to stay current with 

news and events in your field of interest. It gives you another place to 

establish your name and research and perhaps even collaborate with 

others. The academic social networking, making your work more widely 

discoverable and easily available. The two best known academic social 

networking are ResearchGate and Academia.edu. These two networks 

are offer roughly the same features. ResearchGate is more closely 

focused on collaboration and interaction, while Academia.edu often 

functions more as an academic version of LinkedIn, with an online CV 

and as a place to share your publications. 
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Research Tools Mind Map 
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http://www.mindmeister.com/39583892/research-tools-by-nader-ale-ebrahim


Research Tools Mind Map -> (4) Enhancing visibility and impact  

-> NetWorking -> Scientific Social Network 
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http://www.msstate.edu/events/2015/12/researchgate-and-academiaedu-social-networking-academics
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http://libguides.ucalgary.ca/c.php?g=255602&p=1702235


ResearchGate is an academic social network created to 

facilitate collaborative discussion between scientists.  
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http://libguides.ucd.ie/bibliometrics/networks
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http://guides.library.ubc.ca/Impact_Challenge/Challenge_3


The two best known academic social media 

are ResearchGate and Academia.edu. 
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How is the Altmetric score 

calculated? 
The score is a weighted count 

The score is derived from 

an automated algorithm, and 

represents a weighted count of 

the amount of attention we've 

picked up for a research output. 

Why is it weighted? To reflect the 

relative reach of each type of 

source. It's easy to imagine that 

the average newspaper story is 

more likely to bring attention to 

the research output than the 

average tweet. This is reflected 

in the default weightings:  
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News 8   

Blogs 5   

Twitter 1   

Facebook 0.25 

Sina Weibo 1   

Wikipedia 3 

Policy Documents (per source) 3 

Q&A 0.25 

F1000/Publons/Pubpeer 1 

YouTube 0.25   

Reddit/Pinterest 0.25   

LinkedIn 0.5 
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Academic networks contest 

As university professor, with great pressure to publish in 

academic journals, I find academic generalist networks 

essential, such as ResearchGate, Academia.edu or 

Mendeley, which help me to: 

– Disseminate on the web my published articles to 

try to obtain citations and name among the scientific 

community in my field of expertise 

– Find research papers quickly and easily 

– Search for collaboration and international research 

projects 

– Share ideas and find solutions 
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Academic social networking sites 

• Allow you to network with your peers and share your 

research 

• Some have the ability to ask and answer research 

related questions, create groups or share references 

• Often rank highly in Google and other search engines 

• Can make your publications available to download 

(where allowed within T&C of publication) 

• Talk to colleagues and find out what they’re using 

• Examples: 

– Academia.edu; ResearchGate; Mendeley 
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Academic Social Network 

• Build your network – make sure you 

have dynamic diverse networks 

• Join networks such as LinkedIn, 

ResearchGate or Academic.edu 

 
See more at:  http://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/content.php?pid=417077&sid=3408994 
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ResearchGate: Disseminating, communicating, 

and measuring Scholarship? 

©2015-2016  Nader Ale Ebrahim 

Source: Thelwall, M. and Kousha, K. (2015), ResearchGate: Disseminating, communicating, and measuring Scholarship?. Journal of the 

Association for Information Science and Technology, 66: 876–889. doi: 10.1002/asi.23236 
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The ratio of ResearchGate publications to WoS 2013 publications for the top 20 

countries for total WoS publications in 2013. Countries are listed in order of 

total WoS publications. 
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Source: Thelwall, M. and Kousha, K. (2015), ResearchGate: Disseminating, communicating, and measuring Scholarship?. Journal of the 

Association for Information Science and Technology, 66: 876–889. doi: 10.1002/asi.23236 



Make a ResearchGate profile 

• ResearchGate is a social networking site for 

scientists and researchers to share papers, ask 

and answer questions, and find collaborators. 

According to a study by Nature and an article in 

Times Higher Education, it is the largest 

academic social network in terms of active 

users. 

• ResearchGate claims 9 million scientists as 

users.  
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Make a ResearchGate profile 

• Step 1: Create an account (Click to 

navigate to ResearchGate) 

• Step 2: Add publications 

• Step 3: Find other Researchers & 

Publications 

• Step 4: ResearchGate Score & Stats 

• Step 5: Q&A 
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https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Nader_Ale_Ebrahim2/stats


Congratulations  
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https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Nader_Ale_Ebrahim2/stats
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Ways to get started 

Share your work with your social networks 

Update your professional profile 

Utilize research-sharing platforms 

Create a Google Scholar profile - or review and enhance your existing one 

Highlight key and topical points in a blog post  

YouTube 

Make your research outputs shareable and discoverable 

Register for a unique ORCID author identifier  

Encourage readership within your institution  
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Ensuring your research makes 

an impact 

Update your profile on professional and 

academic networking sites 

• If you’re on Linkedin, Academia.edu, 

ResearchGate, Mendeley, or any other 

professional or academic networking site, you 

can include links to your article, building a 

complete picture of your professional expertise 

and accomplishments. People looking at your 

profile are already interested in you, and highly 

likely to click through and read your research.  
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Make a profile on Academia.edu  

Academia.edu allow you to do the following:  

• Create a profile that summarizes your research  

• Upload your publications, so others can find them  

• Find and follow other researchers, so you can receive 

automatic updates on their new publications  

• Find and read others’ publications  

• See platform-specific metrics that indicate the 

readership and reach you have on those sites  
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Make a profile on Academia.edu  

• Step 1: Create an account (click to navigate 

to Academia.edu)  

• Step 2: Post a publication or two 

• Step 3: Add your affiliation to your profile 

• Step 4: Add your research interests 

• Step 5: Connect with your colleagues who 

are already on Academia.edu 

• Step 6: Check out your analytics 
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Academic Social Networking 
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Academic Social Networking 
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My recent publications 
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Questions? 
 

E-mail: aleebrahim@um.edu.my 

 

Twitter: @aleebrahim 
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