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Abstract 

Abstract: Wikipedia is a tool for collaboration, information 

sharing and knowledge/content management which anyone 

can edit. Wikipedia is widely used by students during the 

research process. So, due to Wikipedia popularity, 

contributing to Wikipedia website is one way of increasing 

citation score. In this workshop, I try to answer “Does 

including your papers as citations on Wikipedia increase 

the number of academic citations you get?” if yes, how?. 

 

Keywords: H-index, Improve citations, Research tools, 

Bibliometrics, Wikipedia 
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Research Tools Mind Map 
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http://www.mindmeister.com/39583892/research-tools-by-nader-ale-ebrahim


Wiki What? 

Wiki is the Hawaiian word for “fast or quick” 
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Wiki Wiki -”Really Quick” bus at the Honolulu airport 

Photo Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 

Source: http://avoca37.org/zimmerk/files/2009/02/wikiwithit.ppt 

http://avoca37.org/zimmerk/files/2009/02/wikiwithit.ppt
http://avoca37.org/zimmerk/files/2009/02/wikiwithit.ppt


A Wiki History 

• In 1994, Ward Cunningham,  

developed the first Wiki 

application ever written, to make 

the exchange of ideas between 

his computer programmers 

easier.  

• He called this application 

“WikiWikiWeb.” 

• The most famous legacy of 

WikiWikiWeb is probably 

Wikipedia. 
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Source: http://avoca37.org/zimmerk/files/2009/02/wikiwithit.ppt 
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The Wiki...according to Ward 
 

“The simplest online database that could possibly work” 

Wiki is unusual among group communication mechanisms in 

that it allows the organization of contributions to be edited in 

addition to the content itself.  

Wiki supports hyperlinks and has a simple text syntax for 

creating new pages and crosslinks between internal pages on 

the fly. 

Allowing everyday users to create and edit any page in a Web 

site is exciting in that it encourages democratic use of the Web 

and promotes content composition by nontechnical users.  

Users can freely create and edit Web page content. 

Source: http://avoca37.org/zimmerk/files/2009/02/wikiwithit.ppt 

http://avoca37.org/zimmerk/files/2009/02/wikiwithit.ppt
http://avoca37.org/zimmerk/files/2009/02/wikiwithit.ppt


Wikipedia – 09/02/2016 
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Source: https://www.wikipedia.org/ 

https://www.wikipedia.org/
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https://www.wikipedia.org/


Wikipedia’s scale 
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30 million articles 

286 languages 

2 billion edits 

8000 views per second 

500 million monthly visitors 

5th most popular website 

2000x larger than Brittanica 

 

 

Source: Wikipedia and Libraries: Increasing Your Library's Visibility , Presented as an OCLC Research & Collective Insight Webinar, 21 October 2014  

http://www.slideshare.net/oclcr/wikipedia-and-libraries-increasing-your-librarys-visibility-41877305
http://www.slideshare.net/oclcr/wikipedia-and-libraries-increasing-your-librarys-visibility-41877305


Search: 

 “Wikipedia authoritative source” 

Source: Wikipedia and Libraries: Increasing Your Library's Visibility , Presented as an OCLC Research & Collective Insight Webinar, 21 October 2014  
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comparison of number of 2002-2011 scholarly papers with “*wikipedia*” in their references and number 

2002-2011 scholarly papers with “*wikipedia*” in their titles, keywords, or abstracts, aggregated by 

country and published in journals only – restricted to countries with 200-1000 papers referencing 

“*wikipedia*”. Source: Scopus (note: data for 2011 may be incomplete) 
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Source: Huggett, S. "The influence of free encyclopedias on science. Res Trends 2012; 27: 7-10." 

http://www.scopus.com/
http://www.researchtrends.com/issue-27-march-2012/the-influence-of-free-encyclopedias-on-science/
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The impact of the adding of links on the 

traffic 
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Source: Szajewski, M. (2013). Using Wikipedia to enhance the visibility of digitized archival assets. D-Lib Magazine, 19(3), 2.  

http://www.dlib.org/dlib/march13/szajewski/03szajewski.html
http://www.dlib.org/dlib/march13/szajewski/03szajewski.html
http://www.dlib.org/dlib/march13/szajewski/03szajewski.html
http://www.dlib.org/dlib/march13/szajewski/03szajewski.html
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Research production on 

Wikipedia by country 
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Source: Park, T. K. (2011). The visibility of Wikipedia in scholarly publications. First Monday, 16(8).  

http://firstmonday.org/article/view/3492/3031
http://firstmonday.org/article/view/3492/3031
http://firstmonday.org/article/view/3492/3031
http://firstmonday.org/article/view/3492/3031


Try to contribute in Wikipedia 

and put your research paper as 

a reference in related topics, 

this affects positively on your 

citation rates. Anyone can 

create an account on Wikipedia 

and edit published articles or 

create new ones. 
Source: http://sites.ju.edu.jo/en/Pqmc/Pages/Researchers-Ranking.aspx 

http://sites.ju.edu.jo/en/Pqmc/Pages/Researchers-Ranking.aspx
http://sites.ju.edu.jo/en/Pqmc/Pages/Researchers-Ranking.aspx
http://sites.ju.edu.jo/en/Pqmc/Pages/Researchers-Ranking.aspx
http://sites.ju.edu.jo/en/Pqmc/Pages/Researchers-Ranking.aspx


Virtual team - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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Virtual team – References 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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Writing an article 

Learn how you can create an 

article. 

Wikipedia: Your first article 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Your_first_article 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Your_first_article
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Your_first_article
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Your_first_article
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Your_first_article
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Your_first_article
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Your_first_article


Try editing a few existing articles 

Try editing a few existing articles 
before you create your first article. 
Unreferenced articles are often 
deleted. Learning how to cite your 
sources first increases your chances 
of success. To learn more about the 
basics of editing, see this tutorial. 
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Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Article_wizard 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Your_first_article
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Tutorial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Article_wizard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Article_wizard


Editing 

Search for your interested topic 

 

Click on the ”edit” tab and edit 

 

Enter your changes in the Edit summary box  

 

Testing & show preview 

 

Remember to save page 
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File Upload Wizard 
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Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:File_Upload_Wizard 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:File_Upload_Wizard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:File_Upload_Wizard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:File_Upload_Wizard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:File_Upload_Wizard


To include the image in an article 

• Use a link in the form 

[[File:filename.jpg]] or 

[[File:filename.png|alt text]] or 

[[File:filename.ogg]] for sounds. To 

include an image as a thumbnail, use 

[[File:filename.jpg|thumb|Caption]]. 
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Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Uploading_images 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Uploading_images
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Uploading_images
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Uploading_images


How to place an inline citation 

using ref tags 

• To create a footnote, use the <ref>...</ref> 

syntax at the appropriate place in the 

article text, for example: 

Justice is a human invention.<ref>Rawls, John. 

''A Theory of Justice''. Harvard University Press, 

1971, p. 1.</ref> It... 

which will be displayed as something like: 

Justice is a human invention.[1] It... 
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Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citing_sources 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citing_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citing_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citing_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citing_sources


Text formatting markup 
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Source: https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Formatting 

https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Formatting
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Formatting
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Formatting


Section formatting – only at the 

beginning of the line 
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Source: https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Formatting 

https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Formatting
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https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Formatting
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List basics 
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Source: https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Lists 

https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Lists
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Lists
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Lists
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Lists
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Lists


class="wikitable" 
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Source: https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Tables 

https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Tables
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Tables
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Tables
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Tables
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Tables
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Tables


Illustrating Wikipedia 

©2015-2016  Nader Ale Ebrahim 

Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b1/Illustrating_Wikipedia_brochure.pdf 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b1/Illustrating_Wikipedia_brochure.pdf
Link/Illustrating_Wikipedia_brochure.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b1/Illustrating_Wikipedia_brochure.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b1/Illustrating_Wikipedia_brochure.pdf


My recent publications 
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http://www.journaliji.org/index.php/iji/article/view/43/pdf_19
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1123/japa.2015-0188


Questions? 
 

E-mail: aleebrahim@um.edu.my 

 

Twitter: @aleebrahim 
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