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Abstract 

Preparation of a literature review can be divided 

into five general stages:  

1. Define your topic 

2. Search for materials 

3. Evaluate what you have found 

4. Analysis and interpretation 

5. Reporting the review 

This presentation provides tools and techniques 

for conducting an effective literature review.  
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• Semināra  

• Budapest Open Access Initiative 

http://researchsuper.chelt.anu.edu.au/stages-candidature/communicating-research/publishing-internet/ideas-and-tools
Link/ii_dala.pptx
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/openaccess/list_signatures?indorg=all&keyword=ebrahim
http://www.journals.ac.za/index.php/Background_Information
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What is a literature review 

A literature review discusses published 

information in a particular subject 

area, and sometimes within a certain 

time period. 
A literature review can be just a simple summary of the sources, but it usually has an 

organizational pattern and combines both summary and synthesis. A summary is a 

recap of the important information of the source, but a synthesis is a re-organization, 

or a reshuffling, of that information. It might give a new interpretation of old 

material or combine new with old interpretations. Or it might trace the 

intellectual progression of the field, including major debates. And depending on 

the situation, the literature review may evaluate the sources and advise the reader 

on the most pertinent or relevant  

Source:  http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/literature-reviews/ 
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Reasons for reviewing the literature  

• To conduct a ‘preliminary’ search of 
existing material;  

• To organise valuable ideas and findings; 

• To identify other research that may be in 
progress; 

• To generate research ideas; 

• To develop a critical perspective. 
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Justify your 
research 
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The literature review 

In your literature review, you should: 
– clarify your understanding of the field 

– explain the rationale for your research 

– place your research within a broader context 

– evaluate the results of previous research 

– define key concepts and ideas 

– identify research in related areas that are 

generalisable or transferable to your topic 

– identify relevant methodological issues. 

 

 
UNE. 2009. The literature review [Online]. University of New England. Available:  

http://www.une.edu.au/library/eskillsplus/literature/litreview.php [Accessed 25 January 2010]. 

Literature review ©2015-2016 Nader Ale Ebrahim 

http://www.une.edu.au/library/eskillsplus/literature/litreview.php


The literature review 

A literature review ensures that you are at least 

familiar with the body of research in your field 

before starting your own investigations. 

Writing a literature review also provides 

practice in critical thinking. Once you have 

applied critical thinking skills to the findings of 

past researchers, you are in a better position 

to apply these same skills to your own work.  

 
UNE. 2009. The literature review [Online]. University of New England. Available:  

http://www.une.edu.au/library/eskillsplus/literature/litreview.php [Accessed 25 January 2010]. 
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Critical reading -1 

Critical reading is the process of reading that goes 

beyond just understanding a text. Critical reading 

involves: 

– Carefully considering and evaluating the reading 

– Identifying the reading's strengths and implications 

– Identifying the reading's weaknesses and flaws 

– Looking at the 'big picture' and deciding how the 

reading fits into the greater academic context (the 

understandings presented in other books and articles 

on this topic) 
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Critical reading -2 

Critical reading often involves asking questions 

about the reading. In particular, you are examining 

the strengths and weaknesses of the reading's 

argument. To do this, you need to consider: 
– the reading's background 

– its purpose and overall conclusion (claim) 

– the evidence used in the reading 

– the logical connections between the claim and the evidence 

– the reading's balance 

– its limitations 

– how it relates to other sources and research 

– if the reading is based on research, how this research was conducted 
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Questions to ask yourself  

Why am I reading this? (helps to focus on your 
subject) 

What is the author trying to do in writing 
this? 

(helps deciding how valuable for your purpose) 

How convincing is this? 

What use can I make of this reading? 

 
Adapted from  Wallace and Wray (2006) 

Literature review ©2015-2016 Nader Ale Ebrahim 



Some questions that the review of 

literature can answer 

Literature search and 
review on your topic

What are the key sources?

What are the major 

issues and debate about 

the topic?

What are the key theories 

concepts and ideas?

What are the epistemological 

and ontological grounds for 

the discipline?

What are the political 

standpoints?

What are the origins and 

definitions of the topic?

How is knowledge on the topic 

structured and organized?

What are the main questions 

and problems that have been 

addressed to date?

How have approaches to these 

questions increased our 

understanding and knowledge?

Source: http://www.languages.ait.ac.th/EL21LIT.HTML 
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Systematic Review 1/2 

• A systematic literature review is a means 

of identifying, evaluating and interpreting 

all available research relevant to a 

particular research question, or topic area, 

or phenomenon of interest. Individual 

studies contributing to a systematic review 

are called primary studies; a systematic 

review is a form a secondary study. 
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Systematic Review 2/2 

• A systematic review is a literature review 

focused on a research question that tries 

to identify, appraise, select and synthesize 

all high quality research evidence relevant 

to that question. 
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Systematic_review 

 

• A Guide to Writing the Dissertation 

Literature Review   
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Reasons for Performing Systematic Reviews 

• To summarise the existing evidence concerning a 

treatment or technology e.g. to summarise the empirical 

evidence of the benefits and limitations of a specific agile 

method. 

• To identify any gaps in current research in order to 

suggest areas for further investigation. 

• To provide a framework/background in order to 

appropriately position new research activities. 

 

However, systematic reviews can also be undertaken to examine the 

extent to which empirical evidence supports/contradicts theoretical 

hypotheses, or even to assist the generation of new hypotheses 
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The Systematic Review Process 

Systematic 
review 

Planning 
the review 

Reporting 
the review 

Conducting 
the review 

Source: Adapted from Systematic Review 
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Planning the review 

1. Identification of the need for a 

review 

2. Development of a review 

protocol. (The most important activity during 

protocol is to formulate the research question.) 
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Conducting the review 

1. Identification of research 

2. Selection of primary studies 

3. Study quality assessment 

4. Data extraction & monitoring 

5. Data synthesis. 
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Reporting the review 

Reporting the review 

is a single stage 

phase. 
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Checklist for reading a review paper 

• What are the review’s objectives? 

• What sources were searched to identify primary studies? Were there 

any restrictions? 

• What were the inclusion/exclusion criteria and how were they 

applied? 

• What criteria were used to assess the quality of primary studies and 

how were they applied? 

• How were the data extracted from the primary studies? 

• How were the data synthesised? How were differences between 

studies investigated? How were the data combined? Was it 

reasonable to combine the studies? Do the conclusions flow from 

the evidence? 
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Checklist for reading a review paper-From a 

more general viewpoint 

• Can you find an important question, which the review 

addressed? 

• Was a thorough search done of the appropriate 

databases and were other potentially important sources 

explored? 

• Was methodological quality assessed and the trials 

weighted accordingly? 

• How sensitive are the results to the way that the review 

has been done? 

• Have numerical results been interpreted with common 

sense and due regard to the broader aspects of the 

problem? 
Literature review ©2015-2016 Nader Ale Ebrahim 



Working with literature 

Working with  

Literature 

Find it! Manage it! Use it! Review it! 

Knowing the  

literature types 

Reading 

efficiently 

 Choosing your research 

topic 

Understanding the  

lit review’s purpose 

Using available resources 
Keeping track  

of references  
Developing your question 

Ensuring adequate  

coverage 

Honing your  

search skills 

Writing relevant 

annotations 

 Arguing your 

rationale 

Informing your work with 

theory 

 

Designing 

method 

 

Writing 

purposefully 

Working on  

style and tone 
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Narrow the area of research 

SMEs 

NPD 

Virtual Teams 

R&D 

R&D and NPD 

SMEs and Virtual Teams 

R&D  and Distributed Teams 

SMEs and R&D 

Focus of the literature Review 

SMEs, Virtual R&D teams and NPD  

NPD and Virtuality 

NPD and SMEs 

Virtual R&D teams and  SMEs  

Ale Ebrahim, N., Ahmed, S., & Taha, Z. (2009). Virtual R & D teams in small and medium enterprises: A literature 

review. [Review]. Scientific Research and Essay, 4(13), 1575–1590. 
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Structure & planning your 

writing - MindMaps  
MindMaps are a visual map to link and organise key concepts of your 

research. They also show links and relationships between ideas. 

Sometimes it is a good idea to number key ideas in the order that 

you are going to place them in your literature review.  

Example 
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Example of a MindMap  
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Source: Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: Planning, Conducting, and Evaluating Quantitative and Qualitative Research (4th ed. ed.). Boston: Pearson Education, Inc. 
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Source: Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: Planning, Conducting, and Evaluating Quantitative and Qualitative Research (4th ed. ed.). Boston: Pearson Education, Inc. 

Literature review ©2015-2016 Nader Ale Ebrahim 

Link/Educational research.pdf


Source: Ross' PhD Literature Review Mind Map 

Literature review ©2015-2016 Nader Ale Ebrahim 

http://pkab.wordpress.com/2009/05/22/peta-konsep-membantu-studi-literatur/


Source: http://www.wordsinspace.net/course_material/MatternLiteratureReviewTips.pdf 
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Review biases 

• Read outdated version of a paper/book 

• Reading but not writing 

• Read unlinked papers (detect as much of the relevant literature as 

possible) 

• Read before planning (defining a review protocol that specifies the 

research question being addressed) 

• Start reading with few resources 

• Language bias 

• Publication bias 

• Read everything  

• Not keeping bibliographical information  Literature review ©2015-2016 Nader Ale Ebrahim 

https://www.dlsweb.rmit.edu.au/lsu/content/2_AssessmentTasks/assess_tuts/lit_review_LL/conclusion.html
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Identifying a Research Problem 

Researchers begin a study by identifying a  

research problem that they need to address. 

They write about this “problem” in the opening  

passages of their study and, in effect, give you 

as a reader the rationale for why the study is 

important and why you need to read  their study. 

Reference: Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: Planning, Conducting, and Evaluating Quantitative and 

Qualitative Research (4th ed. ed.). Boston: Pearson Education, Inc. 
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Reviewing the Literature 

With so much information available, searching and locating good 

literature on your topic can be challenging.  Five steps will provide a 

sense of how researchers proceed in reviewing the literature are: 

1. Identify key terms to use in your search for literature. 

2. Locate literature about a topic by consulting several types of  

materials and databases, including those available at an 

academic library and on the Internet. 

3. Critically evaluate and select the literature for your review. 

4. Organize the literature you have selected by abstracting or 

taking notes on the literature and developing a visual diagram 

of it. 

5. Write a literature review that reports summaries of the literature 

for inclusion in your  research report. 
Reference: Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: Planning, Conducting, and Evaluating Quantitative and 

Qualitative Research (4th ed. ed.). Boston: Pearson Education, Inc. 
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Developing a search strategy, 

Finding keyword 



The Research Process 
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The literature review process 
Source: © Mark Saunders, Philip Lewis, Adrian Thornhill and Martin Jenkins 2003 

Research methods for business students / Mark Saunders, Philip Lewis, Adrian Thornhill. —5th ed. 
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» Developing a search strategy  

» Searching the library catalogue  

» Finding journal articles and papers 

» Searching the Internet 

» Other sources 

 

 
Source: http://learnline.cdu.edu.au/myresearch/plan/searchstrategy.html 

Effective searching 
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Developing a search strategy 

• » Defining the topic 

» Considering the scope of your topic  

» Identifying the main or important aspects 

» Compiling a list of keywords 

» Developing your search strategy 

• It is important to develop a search strategy 

to, not only, find the information you need 

but to also clarify your topic. 
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How to Find and Develop a Viable 

Research Topic? 

Step One: Identify a Topic. 

Step Two: Test Your Topic. 
Test the main concepts or keywords in your 

topic by looking them up in the appropriate 
background sources or by using them as 
search terms. 

If you are finding too much information and too 
many sources, narrow your topic by using 
the and operator 

Finding too little information may indicate that you 
need to broaden your topic.  
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Improving Readership of Your Articles 

Appearing at the top of the list of search results, and having a 

useful description of your work, greatly improve the likelihood 

that a reader will find and download your document.  

 

• Abstracts should include keywords that potential readers are 

likely to use in searches. It is especially valuable to modify and 

reuse words that appear in the document's title and full text to 

improve the article's rank when readers search for those words. 

 

• The first sentence of the abstract is all that is likely to be 

displayed in the search page results, so make your first sentence 

one that will encourage readers to click the link. 
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Research Tools Mind Map 
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Narrow/ Broaden of searching 

• Virtual AND (Team* OR group OR “Virtual R&D 

Teams”) NOT (Management OR Manager) 

• The toolset? 

1. “phrase searching” 

2. truncat* 

3. OR, AND, NOT 

4. (brackets OR parentheses) 

5. Limit your search e.g. language, date range, type of 

publication etc. 

6. Think of alternative spellings 
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Truncation 
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Key Words Selection 

Literature review ©2015-2016 Nader Ale Ebrahim 



Keywords Plus 

• KeyWords Plus® are index terms created 

by Thomson Reuters from significant, 

frequently occurring words in the titles of 

an article's cited references.  

 
Source: http://images.webofknowledge.com/WOK46/help/WOS/h_fullrec.html 
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Keywords and Keywords Plus® 

Authors sometimes provide a list of keywords or terms that they feel best 

represent the content of their paper. These keywords are contained in the ISI 

record (1991 data forward, depending on the database) for each article and are 

searchable. In addition, ISI generates KeyWords Plus for many articles. 

KeyWords Plus are words or phrases that frequently appear in the titles of an 

article's references, but do not necessarily appear in the title of the article itself. 

KeyWords Plus may be present for articles that have no author keywords, or 

may include important terms not listed among the title, abstract, or author 

keywords. 

 
Source: http://wos.isitrial.com/help/helpdefs.html 
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KeyWords Plus- Example 

• New Product Development in Virtual 

Environment (ISI Indexed) 

• Author Keywords: New product Development; 

Virtual teams; Concurrent Collaboration; Review 

paper  

• KeyWords Plus: DEVELOPMENT TEAMS; 

PERFORMANCE; TECHNOLOGY; 

KNOWLEDGE; COMMUNICATION; 

PERSPECTIVE; INTEGRATION; INNOVATION; 

NETWORK; WORKING  
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H-index Example 
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Source: http://www.slideshare.net/librarian68/overview-of-citation-metrics 

Jorge E. Hirsch 
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Publish or Perish 

Publish or Perish is a free program that retrieves 
citations from Google Scholar and allows users to 
calculate: 

• Total number of papers 

• Total number of citations 

• Average number of citations per paper 

• Average number of citations per author 

• Average number of papers per author 

• Average number of citations per year 

• Hirsch's h-index and related parameters 

• The contemporary h-index 

• The age-weighted citation rate 

• Two variations of individual h-indices 

• An analysis of the number of authors per paper 
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Source: Making Research Count: Analyzing Canadian Academic Publishing Cultures 
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Paper/journal quality 

• Another guide to paper/journal quality is 
the general reputation of the association, 
society, or organization publishing the 
journal. 

• Leading professional associations such as 
American Psychological Association (APA) 
or the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers (IEEE) publish a range of 
journals that are highly regarded. 
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What are journal impact factors? 

Impact factors are a measure of the "quality" of a journal - they identify 
the most frequently cited journals in a field. 

Impact factors can be used to: 

identify journals in which to publish 

identify journals relevant to your research 

confirm the status of journals in which you have published 

The Impact factor formula 

The impact factor of a journal is based on the average number of times 
that articles published in that journal in the two previous years (e.g. 
2008 and 2009) were cited in the subsequent year (i.e. 2010). This is 
calculated using the following formula: 

 =      Cites in 2010 to items published in 2008 and 2009 
            Number of items published in 2008 and 2009 

If an impact factor is lower than 1.0 that means there were more articles 
published in the journal than there were cites to those articles in any 
given year. 
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Be aware that... 

• Many journals do not have an impact 

factor (sources other than JCR need to be 

consulted). 

• The impact factor cannot assess the 

quality of individual articles. 

• Only research articles, technical notes and 

reviews are “citable” items. Editorials, 

letters, news items and meeting abstracts 

are “non-citable items”. 
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Cites in 2008 to 
items published in: 

2007 = 144    
Number of items 
published in: 

2007 = 278  

  2006 = 280      2006 = 270  
  Sum: 424      Sum: 548  

Calculation: Cites to recent items  424 = 0.774  
  Number of recent items  548      

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF PRODUCTION RESEARCH 
Impact Factor in 2008 



Keeping up-to-date (Alert system) 



Keeping up-to-date 

 

Alert services are an effective 

means of keeping track of the 

latest research. 
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What is an alert service? 

• Many journal databases and book publishers offer free alert 
services. These are an effective means of keeping track of the 
latest research. 

• Alert services come in different forms. The most common 
include: 
– a search alert. This is a saved search which alerts you when a 

book or article that matches your search terms is published. 

– a TOC (Table of Contents) alert. Such an alert notifies you when 
a new issue of a journal is published, and provides you with the 
issue's table of contents. 

– a citation alert. This advises you when a new article cites a 
particular work. 

– Most alert services are email-based. An increasing number are 
now offered as an RSS feed. If you are just beginning, you might 
like to try email alerts first. These are generally easier to create. 
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Why subscribe to an alert service? 

There is often a time delay between the point when a new article 

is published in a journal and it is indexed by one of the 

database services. Alert services will automatically keep you 

informed of new journal issues and articles on your topic or 

research interest when new relevant material is made 

available. Many of the large online research databases 

provide an automated alerting service. 

Before using any current awareness services you should review 

the literature to establish a clear awareness of the topic that 

you would like to be kept up-to-date with on a regular basis. In 

this way you will increase the relevancy of the alerts you 

receive to your area of research. You can receive automated 

updates of newly published journal articles via email alert or 

via RSS Feed.  

 Source: http://www.library.nuigalway.ie/support/supportforresearchers/literaturereview/keepingup-to-date/ 
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Keeping up-to-date 

Create a Google Alert 

• Enter the topic you wish to monitor. 

• Search terms: 

• Type: 

• How often: 

• Email length: 

• Your email: 
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Keeping up-to-date 

Scopus Citation Tracker 
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http://www.springer.com/alert/?SGWID=0-103-0-0-0
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/alerts
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/register/personal
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/controlpanel~mode=alerts~db=all
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/my-profile.login.html
http://www.springerlink.com/identities/register/
http://www.wiley.com/bw/ealerts/?site=1
https://mitpress.mit.edu/shared/mlist/default.asp?
http://apps.isiknowledge.com/UA_GeneralSearch_input.do?product=UA&search_mode=GeneralSearch&SID=R15FIOOn9JGP5C9ok6k&preferencesSaved=
http://zetoc.mimas.ac.uk/
http://www.info.sciverse.com/citationtracker/CTO_article/CTO_article.html


Conference Alerts 

AllConferencealerts.com - Conference call for research papers  

IEEE Conference Alerts  Literature review ©2015-2016 Nader Ale Ebrahim 

http://www.wikicfp.com/cfp/
http://www.conferencealerts.com/index
http://www.allconferencealerts.com/
http://conference-info.com/
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/Xplorehelp/Help_Conference_Alerts.htm
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How to Read a Paper 



THE THREE-PASS APPROACH 

1-The first pass 

The first pass is a quick scan to get a bird’s-eye view of the 

paper. You can also decide whether you need to do any 

more passes. This pass should take about five to ten 

minutes and consists of the following steps: 

 

1. Carefully read the title, abstract, and introduction 

2. Read the section and sub-section headings, but ignore 

everything else 

3. Read the conclusions 

4. Glance over the references, mentally ticking off the ones you’ve 

already read. 

Source: Keshav, S. (2007). How to read a paper. ACM SIGCOMM Computer Communication Review, 37(3), 83-84. 
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THE THREE-PASS APPROACH 

1- The second pass 

In the second pass, read the paper with greater care, but 

ignore details such as proofs. It helps to jot down the key 

points, or to make comments in the margins, as you 

read. The second pass should take up to an hour. You 

should be able to summarize the main idea of the paper, 

with supporting evidence, to someone else. 

 

1. Look carefully at the figures, diagrams and other illustrations in 

the paper. Pay special attention to graphs.  

2. Remember to mark relevant unread references for further 

reading (this is a good way to learn more about the background 

of the paper). 
Source: Keshav, S. (2007). How to read a paper. ACM SIGCOMM Computer Communication Review, 37(3), 83-84. 
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THE THREE-PASS APPROACH 

1- The third pass 

To fully understand a paper, particularly if you are reviewer, 

requires a third pass. The key to the third pass is to 

attempt to virtually re-implement the paper: that is, 

making the same assumptions as the authors, re-create 

the work. By comparing this re-creation with the actual 

paper, you can easily identify not only a paper’s 

innovations, but also its hidden failings and assumptions. 

This pass can take about four or five hours for beginners, 

and about an hour for an experienced reader. 

 Source: Keshav, S. (2007). How to read a paper. ACM SIGCOMM Computer Communication Review, 37(3), 83-84. 
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Indexing desktop search tool 



dtSearch 

Google Desktop 

Windows Search 
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Search Request: Questionnaire design 
 Total files: 259 

 Total hits: 1,852 
  

Front_Cover.PDF 
Hits: 8  
Location: D:\Nader\UM\UM\Useful articles\Other Information\Doctorate 

SG\Methods\Front_Cover.PDF   
Size: 242,702 Last modified: 7/9/2012 
 

 

[Page 1 Paragraph 27] 

a standard form on which facts, comments 

 and attitudes can be recorded, and facilitate data processing.  

 This new edition of Questionnaire Design explains the role of 

questionnaires in market research, 

 and looks at different types of questionnaire and when and how they 
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http://labs.microsofttranslator.com/thesaurus/


WhiteSmoke Writer 

Ginger Proofreader 

Microsoft Word 

Google Docs 

Office Live 

Adobe Acrobat Professional 

DropBox 
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Avoid plagiarism 



We use plagiarism Detection 
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http://www.palgrave-journals.com/jors/author_instructions.html
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http://www.eduimed.com/index.php/eimj/article/view/98
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Penalty for Plagiarism 
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0040162506000953
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15533174.2012.680131
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http://www.geneticsmr.com/articles/3962
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Penalty for Plagiarism 

Outside of academia the problem of plagiarism continues to 

generate headlines and scandals for politicians. In 

Germany, two prominent cabinet members have been 

forced to step down due to allegations of plagiarism in their 

doctoral dissertations. Meanwhile, in Canada, the head of 

the nation’s largest school district was forced to resign in 

the face of plagiarism allegations, and plagiarism scandals 

have also embroiled a senator in the Philippines, the prime 

minister of Romania, and several members of the Russian 

Duma. 
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Source: J. Bailey. "Defending Against Plagiarism, Publishers need to be proactive about detecting and deterring copied text.," 26 

November; http://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/35677/title/Defending-Against-Plagiarism/. 
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The COSMO-RS method is an advanced method for the quantitative calculation of 

solvation mixture thermodynamics based on quantum chemistry. It was developed by 

Andreas Klamt and is distributed as the software COSMOtherm by his company 

COSMOlogic (as well as in the form of several remakes by others). 

 

Some Nigerian researchers have used the software (without a license) and report a 

tremendously and completely unbelievably good correlation (r²=0.992) between the 

predicted results and experimental data for the logKow (octanol water partition 

coefficient) of ionic liquids. 

Source : http://scholarlyoa.com/2013/10/24/more-bad-science-in-predatory-oa-journals/ 
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How do I avoid plagiarism? 

• only hand in your own and original work. 

• indicate precisely and accurately when you have used information provided by 

someone else, i.e. referencing must be done in accordance with a recognised 

system. 

• indicate whether you have downloaded information from the Internet. 

• never use someone else’s electronic storage media, artwork, pictures or graphics as 

if it were your own. 

• never copy directly without crediting the source 

• do not translate without crediting the source 

• do not paraphrase someone else’s work without crediting the source 

• do not piece together sections of the work of others into a new whole  

• do not resubmit your own or other’s previously graded work 

• do not commit collusion (unauthorised collaboration, presenting work as one’s own 

independent work, when it has been produced in whole or in part in collusion with 

other people) 

• ghost-writing – you should not make use of ghost writers or professional agencies in 

the production of your work or submit material which has been written on your behalf 
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10 Major source of plagiarism 

1. Replication: Submitting a paper to multiple publications in an attempt to get it published 

more than once 

2. Duplication: Re-using work from one’s own previous studies and papers without attribution 

3. Secondary Source: Using a secondary source, but only citing the primary sources 

contained within the secondary one 

4. Misleading Attribution: Removing an author’s name, despite significant contributions; an 

inaccurate or insufficient list of authors who contributed to a manuscript 

5. Invalid Source: Referencing either an incorrect or nonexistent source 

6. Paraphrasing: Taking the words of another and using them alongside original text without 

attribution 

7. Repetitive Research: Repeating data or text from a similar study with a similar 

methodology in a new study without proper attribution 

8. Unethical Collaboration: Accidentally or intentionally use each other’s written work 

without proper attribution; when people who are working together violate a code of conduct 

9. Verbatim: copying of another’s words and works without providing proper attribution, 

indentation or quotation marks 

10. Complete: Taking a manuscript from another researcher and resubmitting it under one’s 

own name 
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Source:  .iThenticate  (2013) SURVEY SUMMARY | Research Ethics: Decoding Plagiarism and Attribution in Research 
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Organize the references 

(Reference management) tool 



EndNote 

• EndNote is an almost 

indispensible tool for the 

serious researcher. And best 

of all, its free to all UM 

postgraduates! 
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Why use EndNote? 

• EndNote allows you to create your own 
reference library. This library can be used 
to store the bibliographical details relating 
to the articles and books that you use. 
When it comes time to write your thesis, 
you can employ the library to insert 
references into your text and produce your 
bibliography. EndNote will save you 
hundreds of hours over the course of your 
research. 
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With EndNote you can: 

• Access your research from anywhere. Online or off. 
On your desktop, online, or iPad. 

• Search hundreds of online databases to find the 
most cutting-edge research. 

• Save valuable time finding full-text articles and 
reference updates, creating bibliographies, and 
organizing your references. 

• Store your research and related files all in one place. 

• Add searchable keywords, notes and comments to 
your PDFs. 

• Share your references and research with colleagues. 
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Writing Literature Review  



Writing your literature review  

Writing your literature review takes time. You may need to 

complete several drafts before your final copy. It is 

important to have a good introduction that clearly tells 

the reader what the literature will be about.  

 

An introduction must tell the reader the following:  

– what you are going to cover in the review  

– the scope of your research  

– how the review ties in with your own research topic.  

 
Source: https://www.dlsweb.rmit.edu.au/lsu/content/2_AssessmentTasks/assess_tuts/lit_review_LL/writing.html 
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Introduction  

This is a good example of an introduction because it has a 

topic sentence which indicates what will be covered and 

also tells the reader the specific focus of the literature 

review in the concluding sentence.  
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Paragraphs  

A paragraph is a group of connected sentences that develop a single 

point, argument or idea. Paragraphs need to link to other 

paragraphs so that the themes, arguments or ideas developed are 

part of a coherent whole rather than separate bits.  

A paragraph should include:  

– a main statement / idea that you are putting forward, ie topic 

sentence  

– evidence from research to support / argue your idea, showing 

where the writers agree and / or disagree  

– student analysis of the research literature where appropriate  

– summing up and linking to the next idea (paragraph).  

In the literature review, you will need to show evidence of integrating 

your readings into each paragraph and analysis of the readings 

where necessary.  
Source: https://www.dlsweb.rmit.edu.au/lsu/content/2_AssessmentTasks/assess_tuts/lit_review_LL/writing.html 

 

 

Literature review ©2015-2016 Nader Ale Ebrahim 

https://www.dlsweb.rmit.edu.au/lsu/content/2_AssessmentTasks/assess_tuts/lit_review_LL/writing.html


Integrating arguments in paragraphs  

Integration of multiple sources  

To develop an integrated argument from multiple sources, you need to 

link your arguments together. The model below is a guide.  
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Integrating arguments in paragraphs  

Integration of student analysis  

It is important to integrate your analysis and interpretation of the literature in your 

literature review. Read the following paragraph and see how the arguments have 

been integrated into the paragraph along with student analysis. Analysis is not just 

student opinion, it needs to be supported by the literature.  

 

Source: https://www.dlsweb.rmit.edu.au/lsu/content/2_AssessmentTasks/assess_tuts/lit_review_LL/integration.html 
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Verbs for referencing 

To incorporate quotations / references into a literature 

review, you can use a variety of verbs. These verbs are 

often used with prepositions, eg that, by, on. It is poor 

writing to use the same ones all the time, eg says that, 

states that. Verbs also allow the writer to indicate the 

degree to which they support the author of the research, 

eg claims that versus argues that. The following verbs 

(and prepositions) can be used to introduce references 

into your literature review. Please note that they can be 

used in different tenses. 
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Thank you! 
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