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A great example of a Colemanite crystal, from one of the hottest places on Earth - Death Valley, 

Mojave desert, California.  







THE MINERAL DANBURITE 

Chemistry: CaB 2 Si 2 O 8 , Calcium boron silicate  

Class: Silicates  

 

http://www.galleries.com/minerals/silicate/class.htm


TOPAZ 



SULFUR 



NATROLITE 



a1a2 





Ditetragonal Dipyramidal Class 

Apophyllite 



Tetragonal Trapezohedral Class 

Wardite 



Tetragonal Pyramidal Class 

Wulfenite 



a1 a2 a3 





hanksite  

Comments: Translucent, hexagonal crystal of hanksite. 

Location: Searles Lake, San Bernardino Co., California, USA. Scale: Crystal  



a1a2a3 



Pyrite  



Garnet 

 



Pollucite 



Diamond 

A natural crystal  
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Cl-Br-F-
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Isolated Silicates 

 



Double Silicates 

 



Ring Silicates 

 



Chain Silicates 

 



sheet silicates 

 



Double chain silicates 

 



 



Talc

Mg3Si4O10(OH)2 

 

 
H1 

G2.7-2.8 

SysMon 

 









Talc is a magnesium hydroxide powder and is the most economical filler. It is an additive 

used to thicken all types of resins and gelcoats and is easily applied and sanded.  



Thin section 

Sheet silicates  



Sulfur

S 

 

H1.5-2 

G2.05-2.09 

SysOrth 

 







Graphite

C 

H1-2 

G2.23 

SysHex 

 







 

 

Mineral Characteristic 
What the  

mineralogists say 

Kid's Guide:  What it 

REALLY means! 

Chemical Symbol C It only has carbon in it.   

Color               Black or gray These are graphite’s usual colors. 

Streak     Black gray to brownish gray 

If you crushed graphite, it would become a 

black-gray or brownish-gray dust.  It is one way 

that scientists identify it. 

Transparency                   Opaque You can’t see through it. 

Luster             Metallic to dull 
If you shine a light on it, it would have a dull 

shine like dirty metal. 

Cleavage          Perfect in 1 direction 
If you broke graphite, it would break smoothly 

into sheets. 

Fracture                     Flaky 
If it is broken into smaller pieces, it will be flaky 

or sheet-like. 

Magnetism None It will not attract, or be attracted to, a magnet 

Hardness 1 - 2 It is a soft metal. 

Specific gravity 2.2 
If you held a piece of it, it would seem light for 

its size. 

Crystal Shape Hexagonal 

                  



Gypsum

CaSO4. 2H2O 

 

 

H2 

G2.32 

SysMon 
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