Criminal law

Criminal law is the body of law defining offences, regulating how suspects
are investigated, charged and tried and establishin g punishments for

convicted offenders.
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Criminal liability:
Almost all common law offences and serious statutor y offences require
two elements:

1. Actus reus: guilty act.

2. Mens rea: guilty mind
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Classification of crimes:

Crimes maybe classified as follows:
1. according to source
2. according to method of trial
a: indictable offences
b: summary offences
c: hybrid offences
3) treason, arrestable offences
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1) offences against the person.
Examples:

Murder-manslaughter-infanticide-child destruction-a bortion,...

2)offences against property.
Examples:

Theft-robbery-burglary-forgery-blackmail-criminal d

3) other offences:
Road traffic offences
Computer misuse

Assisting arrestable offenders
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General defences

. Automatism: If the act is involuntary, there is no act in law.
Mistake: Misunderstanding, According to the maxi m, ignorance of
the law is no defence, but ignorance or mistake may be a defence.
insanity: An accused is presumed sane until prov ed otherwise.
Intoxication by drink or drugs.
prevention of crime: arrest
private defence
Necessity
Duress
. Coercion: coercion is concerned with moral or sp iritual influence.
Whereas duress amounts to physical compulsion.
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