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CTurkey's role in the
Middle East Recent Developments
with a Special Emphasis on the Case of Syria

Naser Bayat
PhD Student in Human Geography of Tehran University

In the contemporary world, recent development in the Middle East seems to be one of the
most important ones in terms of depth and scope that the region has experienced at large. People's
protest has happened as a result of hunger for democracy, standing against despotic ruler, reject-
ing oppression and struggling for the rule of law and good governance. Protests for the first time
started in Tunisia, and then spread to Egypt, Libya, Yemen, Bahrain and Syria. The situation in
Tunisia and Egypt was so severe that the collapse of Ben Ali and Hosni Mubarak dictatorships
happened as a result. Libya experienced so extensive hostility between Moa mar Gaddaffi re-
gime from one side and revolutionaries from the other side that with NATO's interference Moa
mar Gaddaffi regime fell down. Yemen and Bahrain are witnessing endless hostility between Ali
Abdullah Selah and Al Khalifa from one side and people from the other side. While this harsh
situation has attracted the attention of many countries throughout the world and in the region,
Saudi Arabia's interference calls for repeated suppression. In Syria, although the situation might
be relatively different than other countries in comparison, however there are evidences of para-
doxical interferences from outside world, in particular from Turkey.

This paper tries to explain Turkey's foreign policy vis-a-vis recent developments in Syria and
contends that exploiting current situation in Syria; Turkey has in mind to struggle for overtak-
ing the regional power and influence of Iran through continued campaigning for human rights,
democracy and reforms.

Keywords: Middle East recent developments, popular protests, Turkey, Syria's recent develop-
ments, Justice and Development Party.





