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1. Categorize — classification. One of the interesting things about the world is that

it's made up of types or kinds of things, the most general of which philosophers
call categories (from the Greek, kate, goriai). In fact, it's difficult, perhaps
impossible, to think or speak of anything that hasn't already been somehow
categorized. What you're holding now is a book (wiley, 2010: 194).

2.Definition: If, somewhere there lie written on tablets of stone the ten

philoshophical commandments you can be sure that numbered among them is the
injunction to define your terms. In fact, definitions are so important in philosophy that
some have maintained that definitions are ultimately all there is to the subject.
Definitions are important because without them, it is very easy to argue at cross —

purposes or to commit fallacies involving equivocation (wiley, 2010: 32).

3. That's why it's important to find a definition that does the right kind of work. If
one's definition is too narrow or idiosyncratic, it may be that one's findings cannot
be applied as broadly as could be hoped.For example, if one defines man to mean
bearded, human, male adult, one may reach some rather absurd conclusions for
example, that many Native American males are not men. A tool for criticism
results from undedrstanding this problem. In order to show that a philosophical
position,s use of terms is inadequate because too narrow, point to a case that
ought to be covered by the definitions it uses but clearly isn't. If, on the other
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hand, a definition is too broad, it may lead to equally erroneousor misleading
conclusions. For example, if you define wrongdoing as inflicting suffering or pain
upon another person you would have to count the administering of shots by
physicians, the punishment of children and criminals, and the coaching of athletes
as instances of wrongdoing . Another way, then, of criticizing someone's position
on some philosophical topic is to indicate a case that fits the definition he or she
or using but which should clearly not be included under it. A definition is like a
property line; it establishes the limits marking those instances to which it is
proper to apply a term and those instances to which it is not. The ideal definition
permits application of the term to just those cases to which it should apply and to
no others (Wiley, 2010: 33).
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2. “The sun comes up and the sun goes down in my skull. Out of one of my temples
the sun rises, and into the other the sun sets” (Kazantzakis, 1960: 1).
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