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Abstract:

One of the most important concerns of the human society is the transfer
of ethical values to new generations; as a result, the mass media,
especially television is one of the most efficient means for transferring
these values. This thesis attempts to examine the ethical approach
adopted in children’s TV programs, named “Fitileh”. The main
questions of the research may be proposed as follows:

1- What is / are the educational method(s) offered by “Fitileh”?

2- If the educational method(s) of the said program is / are indicative of
an ethical discourse?

3- What are the characteristics of the said program if it has been based
on an ethical approach?

For gathering and analyzing the data of this research, various methods
are used including models developed by Selby and Kadoury, Barthes
and Fisk.

The methods introduced in this collected data is intended to divide the
two main approaches towards the issue of communication i.e.
Transformative and Rritual approaches.

The result of the research indicates that “Fitilen” attempts to coordinate
an ethical discourse, offering a content to children through which, they
are obliged to live in the world of "musts". This ethical discourse
allows the program to fall away from reality. Also, the result indicates
“Fitileh” as having the features of a specified ritual (symbolic action,
execution, prevailing behavior etc) and tries to nurture the childrenin a
new form. This new method is considered as one close to the Islamic
nurture teachings in a ritual manner such as an electronic surrogate.
Based on this result, the audience of this program are introduced as
“angels”, “infallible” and, at the same time, “negligent” and “needy for
advice” etc.

Key words:
Child, nurture, nurturing method, discourse, ritual, semiotics



