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PRONUNCIATION GUIDE
The pronunciation of the 504 absolutely essential words included in this book are those used by educated, cultured speakers:

in everyday, relaxed informal conversation,

Below are a list of symbals; the sound that each symbol represents can be easily understood from the keyword in which
it is shown.

a back 8 homn f fall s sit

a hay oo look g get t tin

g  car 00 too . h  hotel vV voice
a care oi toy j joy w  win

e then u up k kil ch  church
& easy U toot | et hw white
é  bird 0 you m man zh leisure
i it ou out n not y yes

[ kite b bed P put z zebra
6 home d done r  rose . drink

The unstressed vowe! sound is symbolized as follows:

9 for a as in around for i as in sanity for u as in focus

for e as in gfitter for o as in complete
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L E SSO N “All words are pegs to hang ideas on.”

—Henry Ward Beecher, Proverbs from Plymouth Pulpit

" 1. abandon (3 ban' den) desert; leave without planning to come back; quit
a. When Roy abandoned his family, the police went looking for him.
b. The soldier could not abandon his friends who were hurt in battle.
¢. Because Rose was poor, she had to abanden her idea of going to college.

2. keen (kén) sharp; eager; intense; sensitive
a. The butcher's keen knife cut through the meat.
b. My dog has a keen sense of smell.
¢. Bill's keen mind pleased all his teachers.

3. jealous (jel' as} afraid that the one you love might prefer someone else; wanting what
someone else has '
a. A detective was hired by the jealous widow to find the boyfriend who had aban-
doned* her.
b. Although my neighbor just bought a new car, | am not jealous of him.
¢. Being jealous, Mona would notlet her boyfriend dance with any of the cheerleaders.

4. tact (takt) ability to say the right thing
a. My aunt never hurts anyone's feelings because she always uses tact.
b. By the use of tact, Janet was able to calm her jealous* husband.
¢. Your friends will admire you if you use tact and thoughtfulness.

5. oath {6th) a promise that something is true; a curse

a. The president will take the oath of office tomorrow.
b. In court, the witness took an oath that he would tell the whole truth.
c. When Terry discovered that he had been abandoned,* he let out an angry eath.

6. vacant (v kant) empty; not filled
a. Someone is planning to build a house on that vacant lot.
b. | put my coat on that vacant seat.
c. When the landlord broke in, he found that apartment vacant.

7. hardship (hiird' ship) something that is hard to bear; difficulty
a. The fighter had to face many hardships before he became champion.
b. Abe Lincoln was able to overcome one hardship after another.
¢. On account of hardship, Bert was let out of the army to take care of his sick mother.

8. gallant (gal snt) brave; showing respect for women
a. The pilot swore a gallant oath* to save his buddy.
b. Many gallant knights entered the contest to win the princess.
¢. Ed is so gallant that he always gives up his subway seat to a woman.

9. data (ddt o or dat' 9) facts; information
a. The data about the bank robbery were given to the FB.I.
b. After studying the data, we were able to finish our report.
¢. Unless you are given all the data, you cannot do the math problem.
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504 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL WORDS

10. unaccustomed (an o kas' tamd) not used to something

a. Coming from Alaska, Claude was unaccustomed to Florida's heat.

b. The king was unaccustomed to having people disobey him.

¢. Unaccustomed as he was to exercise, Vic quickly became tired.

11. bachelor {batch' 2 tar} a man who has not married
a. My brother took an oath* to remain a bachelor.

~ b. In the movie, the married man was mistaken for a_bachelor.

. ¢ Before the we_dding, all his bachelor friends had a party.

12. qualify (kwal' a-fi) become fit; show that you are able
a. | am trying to qualify for the job that is now vacant.*

b. Since Pauline can’t carry a tune, she is sure.that she will never qualify for the Girls’ Chorus.

< Yo_u have to be taller than 5'5” to qualify as a policemnan in our town.

Words in Use

Read the following passage to see how the new words are used in it.

My Brother, the Gentleman

The story of Sir Walter Raleigh, who spread his cloak on the
ground to keep Queen Elizabeth from the hardship of crossing
a rﬁu_dd_y puddle, can qualify that nobleman for an award as a
mén_o_f tactand good breeding. My brother Kenny, a bachelor

with a keen interest in history, was impressed by that anecdote

and thought he might demanstrate his excellent upbringing
in a parallel situation. Accordingly he decided to abandon his
subway seat in favor of a woman standing nearby.

Althoughunaccustomedtosuchgeneroustreatment, theyoung
woman was pleased to accept Kenny's kind offer. However, her

. jealous boyfriend swore an oath under his breath because he

thought my brother was flirting with his girlfriend. | don't have
any data on the number of young men who get into similar
trouble as aresult of a gallant gesture, but it's probably one in
a thousand. Poor Kenny! He pointed to the now vacant seat.

'-?Ec’zué‘e It

‘Which of the words studied in this lesson is Suggested by the picture?
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Fill in the Blanks

Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

1. As | looked at all the ............... the salesman showed me, | knew that | was getting more and more mixed up.
2. lused coveerienen when | told my fat uncle that his extra weight made him look better.

3. When the guard saw that the cot was ..............., he Tealized that the prisoner had left the jail.

4. Although' he took an ............... on the Bible, Sal lied to the jury.

5. My aunt was o ............... of our new couch that she bought one just like it.

6.1 enjoyed reading the story of the ....c.cce.e. manwho put his cloak over a mud puddle so that the queen would not dirty her feet.
7. The loss of Claudia’s eyesight was a .......c.ce.... which she learned to live with.

B. The driver was forced to .. . his car when two of the tires became fiat.

9. Betty could not ............... for the Miss Teenage America Contest because she was twenty years old.

10. The blade Was 50 .............. that | cut myself in four places while shaving.

M ... o being kept waiting, the angry woman marched out of the store.

12. Because he was @ .........c.u.. . the movie actor was invited to many parties Answerkey,p. 370

Word Detective

From the list of 12 new words that follows, choose the one that correspands to each definition below.

abandon = . . . keen B jealous _ tact
oath vacant _hardship gallant
data : : unaccustomed bachelor qualify

1. a promise that something istrue

2.'5h’arp';' eager; intense
3. to desert; to leave without planning to come back

4. so'methir_:g that is hard to bear
5. to become fit

6. wanting what someone else has

7. brave; showing respect for women
8. a man who has not married

9. facts; information

10. the ability to say the right thing

11. empty; not filled
12. not used to something

Answer key, p. 370

Spotlight On

abandon—Thisis an interesting word with a French background; in that language it meant “to put under another's control,” hence,
"to give up."” In Lesson 19 you will fi n_d the new word ban, and may discover how it is related to abandon. A good dictionary will
also show you the connection withothier words siich as bandit and contraband.
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- LESSON

“By my troth, captain, these are very bitter words.”

—Shakespeare, [ Henry IV

1. maintain {man tan') keep; keep up; carry on; uphold; suppert; declare to be true
a. Angelo maintained his hold on the jagged* rock though his fingers were becoming
numb.*
b. The judge maintained his opinion that the verdict* was fair.
c. The pauper® was unable to maintain his family without the help of charity.*

2. snub (snub) treat coldly, scornfully, or with contempt; cold treatment
a. Darryl later apologized™ to Sally for snubbing her at the dance.
b. Sandra was tormented* by the thought that she mightbe snubbed by her classmates.
c. | considered* it a rude snub when | was not invited to the party.

3. endure {en dyur' or en d&dr') last; keep on; undergo; bear; stand
a. How can you endure such disrespect?
b. The valiant* officer endured serious burns on September 11 th.
c. Dr. Hardy was confident* he could endure the hardships* of space travel.

4. wrath (rath) very great anger; rage
- a. Anticipating® Father's wrath, we tried to give him the news slowly.
b. There is no rage* like the wrath of an angry bear.
c. After Ernie’s wrath subsided,* we were able to tell him what happened.

5. expose (eks pz'} lay open; uncover; leave unprotected; show openly
a. Soldiers in an open field are exposed to the enemy’s gunfire.
b. Foolish actions expose a person to the sneers* of cthers.
¢. The article exposed the vital* document* as a forgery.

é. legend (lej' and} story coming from the past, which many people have believed; what
is written on a coin or below a picture

a. Stories about King Arthur and his knights are popular* legends.

b. Legend has exaggerated* the size of Paul Bunyan.

c. The legend on the rare coin was scarcely* legible.*

7. ponder {ptin' dar} consider carefully
a. Not wishing o act hastily,* the governor pondered the problem for days.
b. After pondering the question, the board decided to grant the parole.*
c. The villagers, faced with a famine,* pondered their next move.

8. resign (rf zTn') give up; yield; submit
a. Vito resigned his position as editor* of the school paper.
b. Upon hearing the news of the defeat, the football coach promptly* resigned.
¢. Upon examining the injury, the chiropractor* told Jim he had better resign himself
o a week in bed.

9. drastic {dras' tik) acting with force or violence®
a. The police took drastic measures to end the crime wave.
b. The most drastic changes in centuries® have taken place during our lifetime.
c. In the interests of justice,* drastic action must be taken.
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LESSON 42

10. wharf (hwbrf) platform built on the shore or out from the shore beside which ships can load or unload
a. We watched the exhausted* laborers unloading the cargo on the wharf.
b. The lawyer insisted* that his client* was never seen near the wharf where the crime had taken place.
c. Waiting at the wharf for the supply ships to unload was a starving multitude* of people.

11. amend (2 mend'} change for the better; correct; change
a. It is time you amended your ways.

b. Each time they amended the plan, they made it worse.

¢. Rather than amend the club’s constitution again; let us discard* it and start afresh.

12. ballot {bal’ st) piece of paper used in voting; the whole number of votes cast; the method of secret voting; to vote or decide

by using ballots

- +a.Clyde, confident* of victory, dropped his ballot into the box.
~ b. After we counted the ballots a second time, Leo’s victory was confirmed.*
¢. To avoid embarrassing the candidates,* we ballot instead of showing hands.

Words in Use

Read the fdllb'W'mg passage to see how the new words are used in it.

A Timeé for Decision

CarlBrown walked wearily* from the bus stop, his thoughts
precccupied® with the day’s events. He had become accus-
tomed to receiving the blame for his colleagues'™ mistakes.
He could remain complacent* when less deserving workers
were promoted* ahead of him. He could even maintain an
air of indifference* when the young man he had trained now
snubbed him. What he could not endure was the ridicule
of his fellow employees.* His wrath flamed at the thought
that his secret had been exposed. The legend of his honesty

“had died.

Carl Brown pondered his next move. Should he resign or
take even more drastic measures? His steps led past the
wharf where the ships were unloading their cargoes of fruit.
He looked into the dark waters and took a deep breath. No,
this was not a sin that could be erased. He heaved a sigh and
determined to amend his ways. Never again would he sign
his ballot “Carl Smith."

Picture It

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?
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04 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL WORDS

Fill in the Blanks

Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

1. When the third person she approached turned away from her, Marilyn had a vague* feeling she was being ............... .

2. Achilles' ............... did not cease* until he had taken revenge on the slayer of his friend.

3. As the captain .....c........ their situation, he realized that resistance* was in vain.*

4. Father ... that all forms of gambling should be declared illegal.*

5. The prophet warned that the land cannot ............. -such violations of morality.*

6. To diminish* the chances of raising weaklings, the ancient Spartans used 0 ....co.cevev.e. to the
elements the babies that they did not want.

7. The Robin Hood stories are a good illustration® of a ............... from the Middle Ages.

8. The .ccevecrne. is the symbol* of the democratic way of choosing leaders.

9. Because of the secret nature of the cargo, visits to the ............... area were prohibited.*

10. The patriot® was .......ccu... dying for his deed.

11. We are trying to persuade* the sponsors of the bill to ... it in order to improve its chances for passage.

12. The guinea pigs could not put up with ............... changes in their diet. ‘ Answer key, p. 373

Creativity Exercise
Now make up your own sentences, one for each of the new words you have just been taught.

1.

b L e i i E o e [

-
=

Y
—_

—
ha

Spotiignt On

ballot—This method of voting derives its name from the small balls {or stones) that were placed secretly in a box, a practice that
is still used in some organizations even today. In city, state, and national elections, voting machines seem to be used in densely

populated areas, but in farm towns and small cities, voters still drop their ballots (paper) in a box.
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PANORAMA OF WORDS

Panorama of Words

In this new section, you will find the 504 Words in a variety of sources—newspapers, magazinas, TV, speeches, and bocks. it

shows that our select group of vocabulary words has been widely used by all manner of writers.

Most issues of your local newspaper, for example, will contain a number of the words you have met in these pages. Wherever

else you come in.contact with useful vocabulary words, you are likely to find many of the words that appear in 504 Absolutely

Essential Words:

Now, for a useful summary of what you have learned in these forty-two lessons, read through the Panorama of Words, taking

note of the different ways these familiar words are used. Be aware that some of these entries have been adapted or edited.

LESSON

1. abandon They followed him, racing through the trees for a long distance, but finally,
one by one, they had to abandon the chase.”
I Tarzan of the Apes, Edgar Rice Burroughs.

2. keen “When he looked into her eyes, he felt 2 keen sense of enjoyment.”
The Explorer, W. Somerset Maugham,

3. jealous "She felt extremely jealous of her brother and his friend because they laughed
together happily.” _
The Girl Who Kicked the Hornest's Nest, Stieg Larsson.

4. tact "A number of commenters suggest that Summers' resignation was due to his
lack of tact in dealing with the faculty.”
BeckerPosner Blog, January 28, 2011,

5. oath “She has stated under oath that she was pressured to lie about Mooney's job
perfermance in an attempt to get him fired.”
City Weekly, March 1, 2001.

6. vacant "They sat down at a vacant table and waited for the omelet to be served.”
The Explorer, W. Somerset Maugham.

7. hardship “At a time of war and economic hardship, the last thing we need is a tax
cut for Americans who don't need them.”
Barack Obama’s Address, January 25, 2011.

8. gallant “The General spoke of the gallant work of the. people who tried to save the
horses from the fire.”
Life on the Mississippi, Mark Twain.

9. data “lt is just not scientific to take data after an explosion and expect it to be

meaningful in any way.”
Los Angeles Times, January 28, 2011.

10. unaccustomed "The National Hockey League players are unaccustomed to different
colored uniforms when they play in foreign cities.”
The Daily News, February 24, 2010,

1. bachelor*Quiet to the point of shyness and a lifelong bachelor, the lawyer needed
an outgoing partner to handle the difficult cases.”
: Scorpions, Noah Feldman.

12. quality”In most countries, where people worry about air quality and discuss ways
of reducing carbon emissions, coal is not fashionable.”
The Economist, January 27, 2011.
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04 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL WORDS

1. corpse "Her husband was sentenced last June to life in prison after being convicted
of second-degree murder and abandonment of a corpse.”
Los Angeles Times, January 29, 2011.

2. concealed “A majority of states require a permit to carry a concealed weapon. Only
two other states allow concealed weapons.”
New York Times, January 10, 2011.

3. dismal “The quarterback wasn't wonried when his University of Connecticut Huskies
football team suffered through a dismal offensive first half.”
mercurynews.com, January 26, 2011.

4, frigid “The weather was frigid this week, especially in Florida. Air
temperatures ranged from the upper 20s to low 50s, and surfers all wore wet suits.”
Tlmes Union, January 29, 2011.

5. inhabited “in a certain part of the country there were villages inhabited by numer-
ous and angry settlers.”
Lite on the Mississippi, Mark Twain.

6. numb “At one freezing tailgate party at a Bears playoff game, Jeff Meyer, 32, of Lake
in the Hills, said his fingers were ‘a little numb.*"
The Hartford Courant, January 16, 2011.

7. peril “The peril was different, of course, perhaps more clear than ever. We were in
the nuclear arms race of the Cold War.”
The Stamford Advocate, January 2, 2011.

B. recline "In Toyota’s new Crossover, all you had to do is pull the lever on the seat
bases and the seatbacks recline up to 14 degrees.”
Houston Chronicle, December 3, 2010.

9. shriek “They're going to have to find a way to measure decibels to calculate the
shrieks that greeted the performers at the concert.”
New York Daily News, September 1, 2008.

10. sinister "The darkest of Shakespeare’s comedies, Measure for Measure, combines
slapstick comedy with sinister dealings.”
- Dallas-Fort Worth Register January 2, 2011.

11. tempt “It’s a sure thing that fall is in full swing when retailers tempt shoppers with
special retail bargains.”
Post Kansas, October 26, 2010,

12. wager “There will be no-limit poker games at the new casino in Atlantic City, and
players will probably wager large amounts of money.”
Time magazine, May 8, 2009.

1. typical “The appearance of our visitor was a surprise to me, since | had expected a
typical country doctor.”
The Hound of the Baskervilles, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

2. minimum "I am perfectly willing to act as business manager at a minimum salary
of $500."
Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

3. scarce “The homeless population is rising in Jacksonville as affordable housing
becomes scarcer and assistance options decrease.”
jacksonvilleherald.com, August 31, 2010.

4. annual " The two daring explorers then embarked for England, and the Geographical
Society of Paris awarded them the society’s annual medal.”
Five Weeks in a Balloon, Jules Verne.
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